DANTE AND BEATRICE

Florence was to become the second passion of
his life; he was to descend into hell, and eat the
bitter bread of exile : but through all, growing
brighter with the years, shone down upon his
rough and devious pathway the white girl-star
of Beatrice. His first love was his last. Commen-
tators have endeavoured to explain her away as a
metaphysical symbol, and Dante himself came to
think of Beatrice as an impersonation of Divine
Wisdom. In the close of his long and strenuous
life, it might well seem to him that her having
lived on earth at all was a dream of his boyhood,
so far away that dreaming boyhood of the " Vita
Nuova" must have seemed; but, for all that,
we know that it was just a young girl's face that
led this strong stern man of iron and tears safely
through his pilgrimage of the world.

" All ye that pass along Love's trodden way
Pause ye awhile,"

and meditate upon this marvel.